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Field Camp in Turkey
Anna Ahlstrom, Recipient 2010 AEG Beardsley-Kuper Award

did not have a particular image in my mind when
I imagined field camp in Turkey. I of course knew
that I would be seeing some fascinating geology—
working mostly in the North Anatolian Fault
Zone—but other than the basics of the local

geology, I did not know what I was getting myself into.
Upon arriving at our field station in Taskesti, we all settled

into our rooms and then walked down to the local diner where
we would eat supper each night. The mountain air was cooling
down with twilight but the air was still warm. Some young girls
from the village ran up to the girls in our group and handed each
of us bright yellow, pink, and orange flowers they had picked
from around their homes.

As a few of the other girls and I were walking up the dirt road
to our new home, a group of women who were sitting on
benches up the road waved at us and yelled something in
Turkish. Nuri, our field camp director, told us that the women
were inviting us to tea. That night was an interesting scene: four
American girls and eight Turkish women passing around two
English-Turkish phrase books, trying to ask and answer questions,
learning a few Turkish dance moves, but mostly just laughing at
ourselves and each other. 

Our days were spent in the field, and depending on the week
that could mean scrambling up popcorn weathered mudstone,
bushwhacking through blackberry thorn bushes, sharing an out-
crop with a herd of cows, slipping down Serpentinite slopes,
standing on massive box folds, intense hammering for a sample
of blue schist, or “shade hopping” in a tree-less desert. We
mapped in areas much like my
home in the Appalachians, with
heavy vegetation, areas where
outcrops were few and far
between, as well as deserts
where you could walk hundreds
of meters along exposed faults,
and everything in between.

We worked largely in the
Asian portion of Turkey, situ-
ated on the Anatolian peninsula
where the three continental
plates of Europe, Africa, and
Asia meet. Turkey represents an
orogenic collage made up of
these continental fragments
and oceanic fragments sepa-
rating them. Our first mapping
project was just outside of
Taskesti, in which we mapped
volcaniclastic and sedimentary
units. These units represent a
fore-arc basin that formed as a
result of the subduction of the
Menderes microcontinent
under the Sakarya microconti-
nent. We continued mapping
the next week outside of

I

ABOVE: Map showing the field area in and around Taskesti, Turkey. 

BELOW: Cayirhan wildlife sanctuary.
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 Sivrihisar, in the footwall of the Izmir-Ankara-Erzincan Suture
Zone. The metamorphic units we saw there recorded the end of
the Tethys Collision. These units were later intruded by granitic
formations, allowing us to study the effects of local metamor-
phism as well as the economic potential for marble and feldspar
in the area. 

The following week, we moved on to a mapping area out-
side of Cayirhan, on the extreme southern edge of the Sakarya
continent. We mapped Miocene strata that represented a con-
tinental successor basin to the Late Cretaceous-Paleocene clo-
sure of the northern strand of Neotethys. These units were
heavily deformed and faulted, allowing us to focus on struc-
tural features at both map and outcrop scale. Our final map-
ping area was located between Taskesti and Dokurcan, an area
dominated geographically and geologically by the North Ana-
tolian Fault Zone. For our final project we studied the struc-
tural features of the area and using all previous knowledge of
the region, as well as our honed field mapping techniques,
determined whether this area in fact represented a major
strand of the NAF. 

Our mapping projects allowed us to see an incredible variety
of geology and walked us through the “story” told by the
 orogenic collage that makes up Turkey. While learning and

 practicing field methods, we were also privilege to experiences
like touring a working coal mine in Cayirhan, seeing recent land-
slides in Ankara, learning of the hazards associated with living in
an active fault zone, and observing stunning geologic structures
in every area we worked.

I cannot express how grateful I am for having received the
Beardsley-Kuper scholarship for field camp this summer.
Without it, I would not have been able to experience so many
amazing things abroad. Whether it was tomatoes, cucumbers,
and feta cheese for breakfast; the incredible hospitality of the
locals; drinking copious amounts of Turkish tea to make it
through a night of drafting; seeing incredible geology; eating
plums, mulberries, and hazelnuts right off the tree; or getting
sun burned at the Black Sea, culturally and geologically Turkey
was an experience I will never forget. Receiving this scholar-
ship gave me an opportunity to see not only how important
mastering field work will be as I pursue a career in environ-
mental and engineering geology but also affirmed my desire to
work overseas. Thanks again to my wonderful field camp
instructors, Dr. Nuri Uzunlar, Dr. Alvis Lisenbee, and Dr. Mike
Terry, and to Cathryne Beardsley and Dorian and Tom Kuper
for enabling me to have the incredible experience that was
field camp in Turkey.

Students and professors in front of an old Armenian church in Sivrihisar, Turkey. INSET: Anna Ahlstrom
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: 

Inside the Blue Mosque, Istanbul

The Blue Mosque at dusk

Home in front of marble boulder in the Mudurnu Valley. 

Historic district of Sivrihisar

The Hagia Sophia at night, Istanbul.




